Sir Bernard Spilsbury: a survey and catalogue of his autopsy case cards from the Wellcome Library, London.
During his lifetime, Sir Bernard Spilsbury was referred to as the "father of forensic medicine." He became a household name as a result of several famous cases. Several articles have been written about his life and work, but an objective assessment has proved difficult because of the lack of available material that Spilsbury himself produced. His main legacy has been a series of case cards, but for many years these were unavailable to the researcher. In 2008, a collection of some 4000 of Spilsbury's case cards was bought by The Wellcome Library in London and therefore entered the public domain. In this article, we report our study of 650 of these cards. We discuss trends in Spilsbury's work and several specific cases in more detail. These cards allow an objective view to be taken of Spilsbury's everyday work, and we feel that some reappraisal of his legacy is now timely.